While there are currently about 80,000 chemicals approved for use in commerce in the United States, little is known about the human health and environmental impacts of these chemicals.  Currently, the United States relies on the Toxics Substances Control Act (TSCA) to regulate chemicals and to determine what types of information a manufacturer must supply before being allowed to use a chemical in commercial products.  The TSCA was a powerful tool when it was conceived in 1976; unfortunately there have been no updates or revisions to the law since that time.  Europe is leading the way in developing new approaches to the evaluation and regulation of chemicals through its proposed framework called REACH (Regulation, Evaluation, Authorization of Chemicals).  California is the first state in the US to ask the question: is it time to develop a new model for how we evaluate chemicals in commerce?  The field of “Green Chemistry” is emerging as a potent solution to the problem of toxic chemicals in our environment.  Following the principles of green chemistry will lead to consumer products that support and enhance the environment rather than degrade it.
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