The key concept behind implementation of the Precautionary Principle is the Alternatives Assessment.  An alternatives assessment compares the risks and benefits of all available alternatives.  Under a precautionary approach, the alternative is selected that minimizes harm.  In a purely risk assessment model, the level of harm presented by a single alternative is determined and the question is asked, “Is this an acceptable level of harm?”  In a precautionary alternatives assessment model multiple alternatives are compared and the question becomes, “How little harm is possible?”  For example, San Francisco completed an alternatives assessment looking at arsenic treated wood and came up with some interesting conclusions.  The University of Massachusetts Toxics Use Reduction Institute developed a powerful protocol for comparing alternatives using 5 priority chemicals.

· Alternatives Assessment (Article by Dr. Mary O’Brien)
· Report on alternatives to arsenic treated wood (By Dr. Philip Dickey)
· Analysis of 5 Priority Chemicals (MA Toxics Use Reduction Institute)
